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Cover photograph taken last year at the Sidmouth Junction Ploughing Match by Vernon Whitlock

Lyn Hargood, Chris Doran, Vernon Whitlock, Colin Wright, Katherine Ohlsen,Charles Pegman, Jennie Sleeman

Could we please start this month with a big thank you for the wonderful response we?ve had about how 
glad you are to see us back in print ? and how much you?ve missed us. It?s gratifying to think that after 
just one year we seem to have become such a part of this amazing community in which we live.

Looking through the magazine it becomes very obvious that the Honiton area is cautiously and carefully 
trying to get back on track. More and more businesses are opening and have the confidence to start 
advertising again (please support them all with your custom); more and more clubs and societies are 
looking to the future and also sharing the innovative ways in which they?ve been keeping in touch with 
members; some new businesses are emerging ? so if you?ve been missing the farm shop on Hayne 
Lane, check out what Combe Farm Shop is now offering you.

As always, we have an excellent mixture for you this month ? including a range of advice and guidance 
from our fantastic health carers to keeping safe when using your computer (something we are all doing 
more of in these times).

Another thing we probably also have at the moment is more time on our hands ? fear not, there are 
plenty of organisations out there that need your help ? from the worthy gardeners at The Glen, the 
newly formed group aiming to plan how Honiton will move forward, and last but not least us here at 
Honiton & Village News. During the past month we have had one of our team away and one taking on a 
new job and this is therefore your opportunity to come and help us in our aim to keep bringing you a 
quality, free of charge magazine (see our advert ? heroines as well as heroes are welcome by the way!)

So in between following Chris? tempting walk around Hartridge, reading the book recommended by 
John, helping EDDC Wild East Devon with its survey, writing to your MP for the Beehive or baking a 
Devon Honey Cake, consider whether you can spare some time for a good cause ? any small amount 
makes a real difference in the not-for-profit sector.

Above all, keep connected with us. Keep sending in your stories, your messages and your comments ? 
we love to hear from you because you are what we are about.



HEALTHY START
Food Vouchers & Vitamins for Registered Families

Do carrots really help you to see in the dark? We?ve all heard the old wives? tale, but although helping you to see 
in the dark is a bit of stretch, it is actually true that carrots do contain high levels of Vitamin A which is important for 
good healthy eyesight. And this is one of the great things about fruit and vegetables. Not only do they taste 
delicious, but they contain a really wide range of vitamins and minerals (as well as lots of fibre), each one of which 
is important for good health for us and our families.

The best way to get a really good range of these health-boosting properties into our diets is to ?eat a rainbow?. So, 
if you are having a tomato pasta sauce for tea, have a green salad or some broccoli to go with it. Or chop up some 
cucumber, carrots and peppers as a snack beforehand - good to keep the hunger pangs at bay before tea is ready 
too! Serving some stewed fruit with yoghurt as a pudding, or perhaps with some porridge for breakfast, is a great 
way of trying to make sure everyone gets closer to their five a day. At the moment, summer fruits are in season so 
you can buy them quite cheaply (or perhaps even pick your own) and you can also buy them frozen from most 
supermarkets ? a great addition to your freezer ?storecupboard?. Apples that are seeming a little tired also make 
delicious and budget-friendly compote.

The Healthy Start Voucher scheme is a great way to help you out if you are pregnant or have a young family and 
are on a low income. You can apply for vouchers (£3.10 per week) which are valid for you to spend in local shops 
on fruit and veg, cow?s milk or infant formula. You just take the voucher into the shop when doing your shopping 
and use it when it?s time to pay. You can find out whether you qualify and a list of participating shops by visiting the 
website: https://www.healthystart.nhs.uk/.

For more ideas on what to do with your fruit and veg, recipes, 
nutritional advice and more, please visit www.project-food.org.uk 
or email info@project-food.org.uk.

Hannah Smart

Project Manager Project Food

CIO no: 1173120 - Registered Charity no:  1121605



OUR FARMING WORLD - HONITON SHOW
Due to the ongoing 
Coronavirus (Covid-19) 
global pandemic, we were 
very disappointed to 
cancel this year's Honiton 
Agricultural show in the 

Association's 130th year, which is the rural highlight in the 
calendar for our many thousands of visitors, our wonderful 
town and our hardworking volunteers and exhibitors. As 
responsible event organisers our priority had to be the 
health and safety of all involved, our wider community in 
conjunction with safeguarding our treasured Association, a 
registered Charity and protecting our invaluable key 
workers to whom we extend our heartfelt thanks during 
these extremely challenging times. We are extremely 
grateful to our understanding exhibitors, sponsors and 
supporters of the Association.

The show is always held on the first Thursday of August 
and as this year?s date approaches we reflect on the 
superb 2019 show. We were blessed with a fine day and 
some cloud cover during the morning, a near perfect show 
day, which no doubt the animals and visitors appreciated. 
The show was exceptionally well supported and we 
welcomed exhilarating acts in the Main Ring including the 
fantastic Jamie Squibb and his Freestyle Motocross Arena 
Stunt show performing breath taking mid-air stunts - and 
we looked to the skies to watch Viper Aerobatics perform 
two phenomenal flying displays in a beautiful iconic Pitts 

S2B Biplane. The atmosphere 
was outstanding, the Devils 
Horsemen (Europe?s number 
one stunt and trick riding 
team) performing with some of 
the world?s best known horses 
with recent film credit; Les 
Miserables and the brilliant 
television series Poldark, were 
a fantastic and a first time 
visitor to the show, the crowd 
whooped and cheered at their 
excellent display, they married 
wonderfully with the 
abundance of show ground 
entertainment on offer.

The Grand Parade is an amazing scene and the real heart 
of our show where the Cattle and Sheep prize winners? 
parade. We have a wonderful countryside area with hurdle 
making, thatching and Cob Block demonstrations, ferret 
racing, a blacksmiths guild, 100 Vintage Tractors and The 
West of England Hound Show. The Dog Show, comprising 
both pedigree and fun classes, once again proved 
enormously popular. There was entertainment in 
abundance for children with Professor Twistopher?s Punch 
and Judy, donkey rides and many had the joy of meeting 
animated characters; Captain Beaky and Murray the Mini 
Monster whilst they cycled around the showground. The 
popularity of our Home Baking & Preserves Competition 
continued with a variety of classes including; a ?Honiton 
Show Stopper?, a cake for the President of the Show or a 
Cream Tea ? jam on top of course! We welcomed back the 

Crash Box & Classic Car Club who again provided a 
stunning entry of classic and vintage cars.

Our 2019 Association President was Neil Parish MP, a 
very hands on President and a wonderfully social one who 
probably holds the record for the longest President?s Tour 
in the history of the show! We thank Neil for his devoted 
commitment throughout his tenure, often meaning racing 
down from London to attend meetings. Neil?s chosen 
President?s Charity was the wonderful Royal Agricultural 
Benevolent Institution (RABI), farming?s oldest and largest 
charity which has supported the farming community since 
1860.

We usually hold children?s classes within our baking, horse 
and livestock competitions and the Association wanted to 
offer children competitions to enter this year and we are 
delighted to partner with Symonds & Sampson, Estate 
Agents, and the idea evolved to offer children the chance 
to get creative and produce a ?Vegetable Vehicle?, which 
will be virtually judged and the winners of each category 
will be announced on what would have been this year?s 
show day; 6thAugust.

We are already making plans for next year?s show on 
Thursday 5th August and cannot wait to welcome you all 
for a celebration of rural life and entertainment.The 
following amazing acts have already been booked; The 
Main Ring will be buzzing with the fantastic Jason Smyth 
and his Adrenaline Tour and the amazing Rockwood Dog 
Display team.Viperaerobatics will make a flying return and 
we can?t wait to enjoy their breathtaking manoeuvres. We 
are planning a new village green with lots of activity and 
entertainment. Children will love the brilliant Sheep Show; 
their fabulous dancing sheep will have you mesmerised; 
it?s educational too giving lots of information about each 
breed. Many of our judges who had committed to the 2019 
show are available to judge next year and we are so 
grateful to our wonderful team of stewards who are 
already looking ahead to next year?s Show, we couldn?t do 
it without their help and expertise. We offer our sincere 
thanks to our Members whose resolute support is much 
appreciated.

Please don?t hesitate to contact the show office for further 
details on becoming a member or for information on 
booking exhibitor stands, entering classes or if you would 
like to get involved 01404 41794 ? let?s make 2021 the 
best show yet!  We will continue to support our rural 
communities and charities however best we can and hope 
that you, your family and friends stay well during these 
unprecedented times.

by Marcelle Connor







ADAM THE GARDENER
Why not grow a few unusual vegetables?

Leafing through the seed catalogues it is so tempting to grow vegetables you have never tried, or sometimes never heard 
of before. I have definitely fallen foul of this temptation; a year between seed orders is just long enough to forget the 
mixed reviews that some of these ventures bring. Now we are in the middle of the growing season, I have had a chance 
to taste and review several less usual crops; here are some of my findings.

Globe Artichokes

This perennial vegetable has always fascinated me since I saw it growing in the flat fields 
around Roscoff in Brittany. At dusk the huge thistle like foliage and flowerscan look like a 
field of triffids. The unopened flower buds are still selectively hand harvested by pickers 
with wicker baskets on their backs; they are cut and tossed over their shoulders to be 
caught in their baskets. Globe Artichokes are a delicacy hardly seen in Honiton stores, and 
expensive when sold. To cook, boil in a pan of water for about 20 minutes. The vegetable 
is in two parts, the heart and the outer leaves; the latter 
should pull off when cooked, to eat dip the base in either a 
vinaigrette or melted butter, the flesh at the bottom of the 
leaf is what you eat. As you get towards the centre of the 
flower bud the leaves get smaller and there is even less to 
eat, but the prize is the heart, a solid centre. You will get a 
lot of compostable waste when eating a globe artichoke, 
but you may like the delicate flavour, and it makes a great 
starter. The plant is grown from seed and takes two years 
until it is producing. Once you have a few plants they can 

be divided every four years to make more vigorous plants. They have dramatic 
architectural foliage making a great backdrop for other plants, the flowers are impressive 
as are the seed heads, attracting small birds in the Autumn. They are an ancient 
Mediteranean vegetable that feature in Greek Mythology (look up Cyanara, the genus 
name, and her relation to Zeus), medicinally they are good for migraines and jaundice, 
getting rid of them that is. If you like the flavour, have the space and patience, give them a 
go in the ornamental garden.

Mooli

Now these are from the cabbage family; they feature a lot in Asian cookery being 
versatile in stir fries and salads, though raw they are rather hot. I have seen Moolis 
regularly in Continental stores in Exeter, they are a fairly low cost staple, buy and try 
before you grow. The outer skin is tough and needs peeling, then they can be grated or 
sliced finely. As an alternative to radish which are a fiddle to grow well, I think they work. 
What really amazes me is how fast they grow; they harvest quicker than turnips. It is a 
complete surprise every time I pull one out just how long they are. Sometimes they 
flower, and the flowers are edible, a pretty addition to salad. Once picked they store well 
in the fridge. You have to adapt your meals to use them, otherwise you will wonder why 
you have grown so many.

Scorzonera

Are an old fashioned vegetable grown and prized by the Victorians, but still grown in 
Germany (there is a connection). The name ?Vegetable Oyster? attracts me, they have a 
soft texture and special light flavour remotely like a parsnip, but not an oyster. They are 
fairly easy to grow needing deep soils as they may make one metre in length. Mice, I 
have found, just love the seed, so I put chicken wire over the rows to start them off. The 
thin black roots may look unappetising and they are tricky to peel raw, but if you cook 
them whole and peel them, the thin peel will just rub off [like the peel of beetroot does. 
Serve boiled with just a knob of butter, the flavour is worth it. You might find they do not 
grow very big the first year, so you can leave them in for another year to grow bigger. 
Do not let them get short of water.

Over the years I have learnt it is dispiriting growing too much of anything that gets wasted. On the other hand it is a great 
challenge to grow new vegetables, that you cannot buy. So I tend to grow just a small patch, saving some of the seed 
packet until next year, or never again.

Grown any unusual vegetables this year?



KEEPING SAFE ON-LINE

Avoiding Cybercrime

Some of the smartest individuals are being defrauded out of their money 
through on-line scams. Every single day someone else becomes a victim, and 
someone else devises yet another way to get you to part with your sensitive 
data and ultimately your money. So, what can you do to protect yourself?

It is always worth pausing and just thinking for a moment. When the phone 
rings and your internet provider is telling you there is a problem ? there isn?t. 
Hang up. When you suddenly get presented with a website or message telling 
you that your computer is compromised and you should ring this number now 

? don?t ? It?s a scam. When that email comes through from your bank, the Inland Revenue or TV Licensing ? do not 
respond ? It?s a scam.

In almost every case you can ring these people up or walk into the local branch to talk about your account. Most 
importantly all of them, as genuine organisations, will not email you or just phone you, they will write to you.

Are you looking for a new  lawnmower, cat scratching post or camera? Adverts follow us around these days and one can 
never be sure how genuine an advert is. They can take you to a fake website, take your money and never deliver the 
goods. So, if you see an advert for the lawnmower of your dreams with a generous discount before you click on it - stop 
and think. It is better to write down the company the advert is for and then search them directly, this way you will visit their 
website directly and not via the advert. They may even have a better deal and you will have avoided possibly getting 
scammed via a dodgy advert.

Password Managers - Please consider using one like LastPass, Dashlane, Keepass. 

Finally, you can visit Age UK?s website for more information about staying safe online 
https://www.ageuk.org.uk/information-advice/work-learning/technology-internet/internet-security/#

by Michaela Watkins



THE RAMBLINGS OF GERTIE FROM GITTISHAM

Woe is me and indeed sad is the day when our playing fields have to be full of notices forbidding children to play freely 
and without fear. Little did any of you know that dear old Gertie from Gittisham has been perambulating around the 
playing fields with foreboding in her heart concerning all the wretched signs appearing on entrances and play equipment 
in these dark days of Covid 19. As someone very wise once said, ?Children are young because they play and not vice 
versa." There is something joyous in the freedom and play of our young; they have a simplicity and innocence which is 
lost by those who live their lives governed by a prohibitive and joyless world view, such as that we are now forced to 
endure for the sake of everyone?s safety.

When dwelling on this sorry state, I stumbled upon two enterprising young lads, here in Gittisham, 
who had set up a stall selling ?Bottles of Poison for the Elimination of Squirrels, Rats and Mice?. 
Not only had these dear boys, who always cause my heart to sing, concocted their own potion ? 
the recipe of which is a closely guarded secret ? they had rummaged through recycling bins for 
plastic receptacles, bottled and priced their poison, built the handcart to transport the goods to a 
make-shift stall on the village green and spent many a happy hour enticing villagers to part with 
their money, while maintaining correct social distancing regulations! Children and animals 
certainly know how to be imaginative when left to their own devices, and to take pleasure in the 
small things in life, as the poet, Emily Dickinson observed:

A little Dog that wags his tail

And knows no other joy

Of such a little Dog am I

Reminded by a Boy

Who gambols all the living Day

Without an earthly cause

Because he is a little Boy

I honestly suppose.

Now, how are our young boys and girls supposed to ?gambol all the living day? if they have to ?Keep 2 Metres Apart?, ?Use 
the provided hand sanitiser regularly?, ?Remember the rules on group gatherings?, ?Wipe touch points before use 
(entrance gates, handrails, tables and benches, equipment etc.?, ?Cough/sneeze into a tissue or arm and don?t touch your 
face? and, perhaps my absolute favourite when considering the appetites of children, ?Don?t eat food and drink here?? Well 
I tell you dear reader, my heart breaks for all these young souls. Yet I know the powers that be, those in charge of the 
playing fields, are only carrying out their duties in re-opening these spaces while desperately trying to keep the areas safe 
from Covid 19.

So, what am I saying? Let?s return to the poem above and really ingest the first four lines. Ah! Our young are resilient and 
their imaginations know no bounds and just like ?A little Dog that wags his tail/And knows no other joy? I begin to feel a 
new confidence. Surely a few old signs will not curb their enthusiasm for imaginative play. Did I not witness this first-hand 
with my own four year old grandaughter, who absolutely insisted on playing in my garden ?as the air was too stale in her 
parents? garden.? She reinvented a favourite old game, namely Greek Widow. She is the Greek widow and, just like the 
boys above, can spend hours with her cooking pots, rain water, flower petals, leaves, grass and mud. Sadly, her six 
husbands all died of Coronavirus ? a new development and no doubt a reflection of the times we are living in; yet no 
matter ? a happy time was spent and when a change of scenery was needed, a climb to the top of the cherry tree 
seemed to do wonders to cheer the grieving heart.

Seemingly, the secret is let the children play. Let their imaginations run riot and never mind the mess. We are back to 
earlier times, when there was no routine of organised activities ? our backyards and gardens must suffice, and no 
restrictions can be imposed on the imaginations of our children, with their irrepressible innocence and joy.



 

Hello! My name is Bertie and as a young Working Cocker Spaniel 
I am one very lucky pooch. I live in a beautiful valley near 
Honiton, and Hembury Fort is my castle.

Like you, I expect, my life is all a bit topsy-turvy at the moment. 
Having got through the weeks of ?lockdown? when we had shorter 
walks and I had to stay in my own family bubble, we now have a 
bit more freedom. I am loving getting back to our? family pack? 
walks and catching up with my Hembury Fort buddies. I do tend 
to get into a bit of trouble as I am a super bouncy friendly chap 
and we did not cover this ?physical distancing? thing at puppy 
school.

I don?t know about you but over the weeks of lockdown my fur 
grew very long and shaggy. My humans had the same problem 
with their hair and were a bit jealous when the Pooch Parlours 
were able to open up before the Hair Salons and Barbers.

My first ever visit for a cut and blow dry was booked in and I think 
there was a touch of anxiety over whether I would be able to 
stand still long enough for the pampering session. As it turned out 
no need to worry, I was handed over to the lovely Paula who told 

my human to come back in an hour. I had a super relaxing time and when she came to pick me up my female human 
was delighted with how smart I was looking, a really soft and glossy coat with ears, feathers and tail all neatly trimmed 
and smelling beautiful; she could not wait to get home and show me off to the male human.

When we got home I had just popped out of the car when some ducks flew across and landed in the river next to our 
house. Well no self-respecting Working Cocker would pass up an opportunity like that so before you could say ?Bertie 
Wait? I shot across the yard and flung myself into the river to check out my feathered friends .By the time I landed they 
had flown off but the water was fab and I had a really good swim and paddle around in the mud and weeds before my 
rather cross looking female human appeared with lead in hand to call me out. I am still not sure what all the fuss was 
about but apparently my male human was very disappointed not see me in all my pampered glory - well no worries, he 
will just have to wait until next time.

My humans say I am growing up now and there are times when I am a "very good boy", on other days I am told ?I still 
have a lot to learn? but I know whatever happens they still love me to bits as I am really very cute.

Bertie Gets a Shampoo & Cut!

BERTIE'S RAMBLINGS



The Story of Magnus

IT'S A DOG'S LIFE

Life wasn?t very pleasant for poor little Magnus at the beginning. He was owned by a 
hairdresser who kept him in a crate all day long and he got very little attention. 
Magnus was bored, unhappy and started (to quote his owner) ?being naughty?.

Luckily for Magnus he found a wonderful family called the Annings, who knew 
exactly what this little Patterdale Terrier needed and that?s when they phoned me, 
Jude, a dog walker. I first met Magnus in 2016 and was struck by his tiny size and 
cheerful nature. I?ll be honest, I was worried this little guy might be too little for the 
groups of dogs I took out and wondered whether he would cope.

I can tell you he was fine! His tiny size doesn?t detract from his enormous character 
and Magnus is brilliant at holding his own. He was later joined by a new family 
member called Myrtel who is a Rottweiler cross Labrador/Saluki; he just loves to 
boss her about.

The two of them, together with four other friends, get picked up and taken for the 
most beautiful walks in the Blackdown Hills. We love to go to hilltops like Hembury 
Fort or forests like Sheldon Woods.

I believe that dogs are healed and soothed by nature as much as people are. A dog?s main sense is smell so getting out 
into the wild amongst the earth, plants, foliage and wildlife really can be a sensory massage and is a very exciting and 
enriching experience.

Little Magnus loves a good game of spin; he gets very excited and barks at me to tell me that he?s ready. I throw small 
biscuits into the long wet grass for a good ?sniffari?; snuffling all the bits along with his friends helps him to not be food 
aggressive. The grass tickles his little nose and he finds it very calming, searching nooks and crevices around the tree for 
treats.

It?s all trickery and bribery with dogs. Of course, I use lots of food but they don?t get it for free. The dogs have to work for it 
- which is exactly what hundreds of years of breeding was designed to do. Working a dog and encouraging it to focus on 
you is the ultimate aim. We are all told to socialise our dogs but most owners don?t know what that means. 

To me, socialising a dog isn?t about letting your dog wonder up to anyone. I actually guide my dogs away from doing that 
because some dogs and people can be fearful and I always feel it?s only polite to ask if they can meet. This is one of the 
challenges I set myself for the dogs. This doesn?t make them unsociable, it actually makes them more sociable - and 
they?re still very happy to be in other dogs? company whilst behaving beautifully. My advice is don?t socialise your dog - 
socialise with your dog.

Into the deep dark woods we go, off the beaten track, under trees, over trees, a stop and an interesting sniff. Magnus is a 
dog that likes a good chase and to say hello to other dogs without asking first, so I know if my walks are more exciting by 
keeping his focus on me - through treat chucking and doing tricks, I know he will listen better and want to stay with me.

He loves the activities we share along the way and when we stop for five minutes for some photos and cuddles he likes a 
little fuss - although not too much because that will ruin his street cred!

Magnus has been out walking with me for four years 
now and he?s the life and soul of the party. He?s always 
picking on me to throw him a stick and will get annoyed 
when I won?t - and then he grumbles like a bad 
tempered chimp. I call him Bubbles when he does this! 
You can find a video on my Facebook page of him 
doing this.

Out in nature Magnus? confidence has blossomed; he is 
now a true adventure dog and loves attending our 
canine forest school. Magnus? owners send me videos 
of him bobbing around on his surfboard in the paddling 
pool and he also loves riding on the battery-operated 
kids? truck with his girls. Here?s to many more years 
Magnus!

If you would like your dog to join our activity trails, 
then please call Jude on 07427500766 or email 

parklifehoniton@gmail.com.  Alternatively you can 
visitparklifehontion.com for more information.



WILD HONITON COMMUNITY CONSULTATION SURVEY

Wild Honiton is a proposed project aimed at improving the green space and residents? connection to green spaces within 
the town of Honiton. Led by the Wild East Devon team, the proposal will look to embed Nature Recovery and Nature 
Connection principles into a town-wide project to enhance biodiversity and access to nature. Wild Honiton will build on the 
success of the current Wild Exmouth project and proposes a strategic green space initiative that could be replicated 
across the district?s other towns.

The project will have two themes: 

- Nature Recovery and
- Nature Connection

All project aims will fall under one of these two categories, either to do with facilitating the enhancement of nature or the 
people's relationship to their local great outdoors.

The project will aim to focus on the creation and initial improvement of the town?s green spaces that encourages greater 
use, centring on walking routes and habitat restoration. We will also focus on the expansion of the project to work with 
targeted groups in Honiton, working with key partners to develop experimental and rewarding outdoor activities and 
events.

We are now seeking the views of residents to help inform the development stage of this exciting project.

The project will be guided by the outcome of this consultation to ensure the project is driven by the views and aspirations 
of residents. If you live in Honiton and have ideas for how we can make green spaces better for people and wildlife please 
spend five minutes filling out this survey. If you are a community or volunteer group we would also be interested in talking 
to you to see how we can develop partnerships in the community.

The survey will go live on 1 August, to fill it in and for any ot her  inform at ion please visit  
www.east devon.gov.uk / count ryside/w ild-honit on/



RECIPE OF THE MONTH

Ingredients

250g clear honey (plus 2 tbsp extra for glaze)

225g unsalted butter

100g dark muscovado sugar

3 large eggs, beaten

300g self-raising flour

Method

Preheat the oven to fan140C/conventional 160C/gas 3.

Butter and line a 20cm round loose bottomed cake tin.

Cut the butter into pieces and put into a medium pan with the honey and sugar to melt slowly over a low heat. When      
the mixture looks quite liquid, increase the heat and boil for about one minute. Leave to cool for 15-20 minutes.

Beat the eggs into the cooled melted honey mixture with a wooden spoon.

Sift the flour into a large bowl and pour in the egg and honey mixture, beating until you have a smooth, quite runny      
batter.

Pour the mixture into the tin and bake for 50 minutes to 1 hour until the cake is well-risen, golden brown and springs back      
when pressed and a skewer pushed into the centre comes out clean. Turn on to a wire rack.

Warm 2 tbsp honey in a small pan and brush over the top of the cake to give a sticky glaze, then leave to cool.

Best served with a LARGE dollop of Devon clotted cream! Enjoy!

(This will keep four to five days if wrapped and stored in an airtight tin).

Devon Honey Cake

Summer Holiday Fun with Wild East Devon

Wild East Devon manages ten nature reserves from Axminster to Exmouth including the award-winning Seaton 
Wetlands and reserves local to Honiton including Honiton Bottom and Knapp Copse.

As we emerge from Covid-19, Wild East Devon has got the summer holidays covered:

- Our ten nature reserves remain open every day, free of charge. Residents of Honiton and East Devon can 
still use the green, open spaces while observing recommended social distancing measures.

- The Wild East Devon 2020 Art Competition has just been launched. Get creative this summer and have 
your masterpiece featured in the 2021 Wild East Devon Calendar!

- Private small group Guided Walks of Seaton Wetlands are running throughout August. All July dates now 
sold out, book your walk now!

- We?re partnering with Yvonne?s Yoga, Pebble-Moon and Windrush Willow to put safe and exciting events 
on including Outdoor Yoga & Meditation as well as Willow Weaving Workshops, all Covid-compliant.

To book an event, check out the art competition or for more information on any of our reserves, 
visitwildeastdevon.co.uklike us on 

Facebook/wildeastdevonTwitter@wildeastdevonInstagram@wildeastdevon





 ANTIQUES SHOWCASE
Confidence in Antiques

?Is this a good time to sell?? ? a question that is being asked by many after the Covid-19 
lockdown. Honiton auctioneers, Chilcotts in Silver Street, have found that it is. Since being 
open after the full lockdown ended, they have experienced a keenness amongst  buyers and 
strong prices.

The auction industry is closely linked with the housing market ? people need to buy or sell 
when they move home, and the local housing market is booming after lockdown.

?While Chilcotts was in hibernation, we were concerned that we would not receive enquiries 
from potential vendors and that there would be no-one wanting to buy,? said Duncan Chilcott, 
?However, when we returned to work, we found that lots of people had sold their houses and 
were needing to sell surplus items.

Regarding buyers, the trade had been busy selling online during lockdown and were 
screaming out for stock and several people contacted us, having just moved into the area, 

wanting to buy!?

The confidence doesn?t just apply to furniture: during a time of global uncertainty, people are wanting a safe haven for 
their money and they are investing in commodities such as gold and silver - consequently gold and silver prices are riding 
high!

Chilcotts had been using the internet to promote and sell since the Company was founded in 2004; however, like other 
businesses, they have recently found digital communication useful in other ways: they are using WhatsApp to carry out 
valuations remotely and to give detailed viewing reports; they have also doubled the number of online marketing 
platforms.

?In summary, between the boom in demand and the application of digital technology, we are experiencing a strong 
market,? said Duncan.

Chilcotts is in Silver Street (next to the Livestock Market); they hold weekly valuation mornings every Friday, 
9:30am-1:00pm. Anyone who wishes to enter items for auction will need to bring proof of identity with them. They 

are accepting items for the 5th September auction.



A VIEW FROM THE HILLS
The murder was committed at lunchtime. My sandwich froze midway between plate and mouth as I listened to the shrieks 
coming from the other side of the wall that separates us from our neighbours.

Don?t choke over your Honiton & Village News. Far from an appointment with death that required Poirot to investigate, this 
was a slaughter amongst beings that predate Adam and Eve. On the other side of the wall a virgin queen bee had 
bumped off her rival.

I share a house with bees. Two years ago a colony moved into the cavity 
behind the bargeboard above my mother?s bedroom window. We have no 
need to seek the Lake Isle of Innisfree because since then ? and as my dear 
mother?s disability means that her bedroom is our living room - we have dwelt 
in a ?bee-loud glade?, happily co-existing with what the American biologist 
Edward O. Wilson calls humanity?s greatest friends among the insects.

It is a rare privilege to witness their daily lives at such close quarters. When 
spring lays a warming hand upon the land, worker bees venture out to the 
early blossoms while deep within the nest the queen bee begins to lay 
hundreds of eggs, one in each hexagonal cell of the brood combs. As they 
mature the grubs of these future workers (all female) and drones (male) are 
fed bee bread, a mixture of pollen and nectar, by nurse bees. Somewhere 
amongst this wriggling multitude is a golden cradle that harbours the chosen 
one, the future queen; no base bee bread for her, she is spoon-fed (alright, 
mandible-fed) an exclusive diet of royal jelly by her ladies of the bedchamber. 
As this queen develops, so the time approaches for the resident queen?s 
departure, taking her army of worker bees to seek new lands, leaving the 

young queen to refresh the colony.

Sometimes, though, there is not just one but two or even several new queens slurping royal jelly and priming themselves 
for the throne.The result is either fratricide or further swarms, as only one queen can rule. And that?s when things get 
rowdy.

You think bees only hum and buzz? Think again. They quack, honk, toot, bark and even sound like the cock pheasant 
that strolls around my garden. Of course, unless you have hours to squat with your ear pressed against the wall of a bee 
hive you will never hear the rich variety of communications between bees, communications which have been virtually 
unknown until recently when boffins in France used high-tech listening devices to record them.

Our resident queen left on Midsummer?s Day. A few days previously the silvery notes of a fairy bugle began to fill my 
mother?s bedroom. In ethereal tones the resident queen was announcing that she had climbed into her chariot, ready to 
depart. Each time the bugle called, from the depth of the nest came the faint quack-quack-quack of a duck. This is the 
curious way a new queen signals that she is ready to take the throne.

A few hours after the old queen and her swarm left, the new queen 
changed her tune from a quack to the toot of a bugle. But this was 
different, this was a battlecry, ancient, raw. It didn?t take long to find out 
why. She had four rival virgin queens in the nest. Another duck started 
quacking, joined the following morning by the honking of a goose, then the 
barking of a dog and the crow of a pheasant.I kid you not.

I am aware that this is starting to sound like a Frankie Howerd story but 
such are the extraordinary sounds made by virgin queen bees. All day the 
bugler, the duck, the goose, the pheasant and the dog fought for 
supremacy. The decibel level grew so loud that I could hear them as I sat 
at my desk at the other end of the house. The moon rose, the cacophony 
continued. At one point I woke in the wee small hours and listened. There 
they were, still slugging it out.

Young queens that come across each other in the nest will fight until one 
of them is dead. Next day, as my mother and I were having lunch, the 
goose suddenly stopped in mid-honk. I heard a ferocious buzzing .A 
couple of strangled shrieks. Then silence. Almost immediately the bugler issued a triumphant call and as she did so the 
duck quacked loudly, the dog barked and the pheasant crowed .But from the goose came not a sound.

It was the only murder. Three swarms later and the battle is over. Peace prevails at last and now from behind the wall 
comes neither a honk, a quack, a toot, a crow or a bark, just the steady purring of a contented nest of honeybees.

Photos by kind permission of  Brian Davis

by Miranda Gudenian



NATURE NOTES

I was very pleased to be asked to contribute to this magazine by way of writing this month?s Nature Notes article as 
Vernon Whitlock is away. 

As part of my foundation degree course with Plymouth University I thought I would show off some 
of the invertebrates that I have come across while carrying out my summer research project. The 
aim of my project is to compare the numbers of invertebrate species found in a field margin, that 
is one metre from the hedge. I have two farms I am using for this research, one farm has a hedge 
that is never cut while the other has a hedge that is cut annually. To find and record these 
invertebrates I have humane pitfall traps, six at each location; each day they are checked and all 
specimens found are released to carry on with their lives. The pitfall traps are simply white plastic 
cups, each trap consists of one cup inside another to provide both strength and keeping the hole 

in the ground in shape, a simple card lid is placed on top to help prevent anything too big from falling in. I have six of 
these traps on each farm, each one spaced at 1m intervals. It has been a great opportunity to find out more about life on 
the soil surface, it can be a dangerous place in the invertebrate world, depending who you are.

In wet weather it seems there is little movement as everything clings to the underside of a leaf or hides under a stone or 
hedgerow to avoid drowning. I often find there is little or nothing to record in my pitfall traps after rain the previous day or 
night. However on other days there is often a whole host of life to record. Beetles of all sizes and beetle larvae are a 
regular feature along with springtails of all sizes and the odd spider, woodlouse, earwig and slug. I visit these farms four 
days a week Monday to Thursday, the traps are capped off after Thursday?s count and re-opened on Mondays. I can?t 
record 7 days a week as I don?t have the time and it would just double an already large project. The data collected is 
being put into a spreadsheet and that data will eventually go through a statistical analysis program to establish 
distribution etc. I will also create a food web to show where each species found sits in the food chain, this is also known 
as a species ?trophic level?. 

This is a Devil?s Coach Horse Beetle (Staphylinus olens), a voracious predator with large 
jaws designed to deliver a deadly bite, and if it feels threatened it raises its rear end up, a bit 
like a scorpion. They hunt other invertebrates including spiders. They belong to the Rove 
Beetle family of which there are more than 1000 species in the UK, many more worldwide.

Many invertebrates prefer to move around at night, one of the reasons for this is that it is 
cooler and therefore less risk of dehydration. Unfortunately night time is also the favourite 
time for the hunters of the invertebrate world. Ground beetles go off in search of slugs etc. 

Hunting spiders such as the Wolf spider (Lycosidae spp) that does not weave a web but literally runs after or pounces on 
its prey, aided by fabulous eyesight even in the dark. The Wolf spider is not necessarily safe if the Devils Coach Horse 
beetle is around, battle may commence. 

This particular individual is probably a female due to the white band on her 
abdomen which is probably an egg sac. When the young hatch they climb on to 
mum's back until they are old enough to fend for themselves. Another interesting 
fact is that if a wolf spider feels threatened it can detach and drop a leg, leaving it 
twitching on the ground.

Many of the smaller invertebrates are hard to see and at the moment impossible 
to photograph. However, when you look through a magnifying loupe (x10), you 
can be rewarded with amazing detail and sometimes beautiful colour, springtails 
to tiny flies little more than 2mm long and those tiny red things we often see 
walking across a stone. I?m still checking those out.

Michaela Watkins

References:

https://www.nationalgeographic.com/animals/invertebrates/group/wolf-spider

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/wildlife-explorer/invertebrates/beetles/devils-coach-horse





WHAT'S ON FOR ART LOVERS

The Thelma Hulbert Gallery will reopen on 11 July with the relaunch of ARTIST ROOMS: Richard Long ?Being in 
the Moment? (11 July ? 31 October)

For more than 50 years, Richard Long has been at the forefront of conceptual art working beyond the confines of 
traditional material and questioning how we view the relationship between landscapes and art. His investigations into 
nature, using mediums such as walking, and working with found materials such as mud, earth and slate, remain as 
relevant today as they ever were.

Long has a particular empathy with the South West where he is from, with Devon in particular proving a constant source 
of inspiration.A Hundred Mile Walk (1971-2), included in the exhibition, records a walk Long made on Dartmoor. The 
exhibition takes its title from the work Being in the Moment(1999). This portfolio of four photographs is shown for the first 
time as part of the ARTIST ROOMS programme.

The works are drawn from the ARTIST ROOMS collection, jointly owned by the National Galleries of Scotland and Tate, 
and span 40 years of Long?s artistic practice, starting with his early experiments near his hometown of Bristol.

Sir Richard Long said,

?I live up the road in Bristol yet I am standing in front of these artworks of Africa and Mexico. My home landscape is my 
favourite: Somerset, Devon and Dartmoor but I am attracted to empty stony landscapes all around the world. I react to the 
stones I find in that place. The places can be my materials too.

I had a revelation as a student that art could be made outside. I could work out of the studio and I had the idea that art 
could be a journey.?

New opening times: *Thursday?Saturday* 10am?5pm

Guided tours only ? visitthelmahulbert.comto book your place.

FREE admission (donations welcome)

We have been busy during lockdown. Members 
have enjoyed on-line demonstrations by Phil Creek, 
our President, Hannah Twine and Chris Forsey. In 
addition members have been able to exhibit their 
work on-line through competitions held in May and 
June. This has resulted in some sales.

Something we are looking forward to is our annual 
exhibition.This year it will be on-line live for the 
whole of August 1st to 31st.

You are invited to go to our web site 
www.ottervaleartsociety.comand click on heading 
?exhibition?. All entries will be displayed with details 
of artist, size, medium and the price if the work is for 
sale As usual the public will be invited and told how 
to vote for their favourite picture and of course how 
to make a purchase.

Ot t er  Vale Ar t  Societ y

We're pleased to be 
re-opening the gallery 
with Richard Adams' solo 
exhibition Just a Dream 
Away from 18 July to 15 
August.

Adams' images of 
incredible whimsy yet 
also simple domestic 
tasks conjure a fantasy 
world of sunshine and 

smiles. His truthful depiction of detail, be it architectural or 
horticultural, lulls us into believing this arcadia is within our 
grasp, almost but not quite -  it's just a dream away.

We will be open our usual hours:
Tuesday - Saturday 10am - 5pm

We will be keeping the number of visitors to under six 
at any one time.

Private appointments may be booked in advance

As your venue starts to re-open and/or operate 
on-line, do let us know your plans! We'll be 

pleased to publicise full details for you.



CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

Contact with others outside the home is known to be 
extremely important for people with dementia and their 
carers so when Honiton Memory Cafe had to suspend all 
of its many activities due to the coronavirus pandemic, 
cafe organisers had to find alternative ways to offer 
support and help people feel connected to the outside 
world.

Weekly phone calls from the very beginning were set up 
offering a friendly familiar voice and a way of passing 
caring messages on to other members. As the new world 
of virtual meetings began to become the norm for many of 
us, the cafe decided to try a virtual singing session.  
Members that expressed an interest were coached over 
the phone in how to use the technology and now there are 
14 couples that join a weekly Honiton Memory Cafe virtual 
?Zingalong? session.  In addition to the singing there is also 
the chance for general chat and one member reads out a 
weekly poem.

It is so wonderful to see everyone's smiling faces and even 
virtually we are reminded never to underestimate the 
power of friendships to give a much needed life to the 
spirits.  Our memory cafe coordinator Min Rennolds is now 
trialing a new "one to one" virtual befriending system 
which was funded by the League of Friends and installed 
by TRIP.  So far it seems to be going well and we hope to 
be able to expand this out to our more vulnerable 
members especially those living alone.

Staying in the world of technology, memory cafe members 
have for some time been able to benefit from contact with 
one of our therapy  ?robo-pets?.  We have a a cat and a 
puppy who are very cuddlesome and respond to pats and 
stroking with gentle movements, meows and little woofs.  
You would be amazed at how calming these therapy pets 
are and at present both our cat and dog are fostered out 
helping someone through the trials of lockdown.  If anyone 
would like to sponsor another robo-pet for us we would 
love to hear from you as with the cost around £100 each 
they are not accessible to all pockets but are extremely 
valuable to those who bond with them

As we ease out of lockdown now, contact with some of of 
members is able to be face to face.  Volunteers are now 
making ?garden visits? for little chats and until we can start 
the ambling group up again some members are enjoying 
walk and natter sessions from their homes with one of our 
walk leaders.

Whilst we are all missing greatly getting together for our 
weekly meetings, hopefully at Honiton Memory Cafe like 
many other social groups we have risen to the challenge 
of finding alternative ways to all stay connected.  The 
much used term ?socially distanced? it not really very 
helpful and we prefer to say that we are actively working 
on staying ?socially connected whilst keeping an 
appropriate physical distancing from each other?.

Honiton Memory Cafe
by Heather Penwarden

Honiton Walking Club is delighted to be restarting walks for members on existing 
Club Tuesdays following UK Government rules and guidelines. 

Although the current walk programme is still suspended please check out the 
Honiton Walking Club website for details of local walks

!https://sites.google.com/site/honitonwalkingclub/home/honiton-local-walk 
sand their Facebook page 

https://sites.google.com/site/honitonwalkingclub/home 

for lots of interesting tips and information!



CLUBS & SOCIETIES 

We have recently been delighted to learn that the Beehive is planning to re-open in September so 
we should be able to return to having our monthly lectures at 2 o?clock on the second Tuesday of 
the month from October.

We have an exciting and varied programme for 2020-2021 with lectures covering topics such as the 
art inspired by the Beatles to a celebration of Beethoven?s 250th anniversary. We have rescheduled 
some of the lectures which had to be cancelled earlier in the year. We are particularly looking 
forward to hearing about Post-war Australian Art and the work of Augustus John and his sister. 
Other lectures include a talk by Exeter historian Prof Jeremy Black on George III as a patron and 

subject of the arts, and talks on developing your own inner connoisseur, hearing about how art experts decide whether a 
painting is really what it is said to be! There is a lecture on British canal history and heritage and one on Devon gardens 
as depicted in art. 

Full details are on our website www.theartssocietyhoniton.org.uktogether with information about joining us. 
Please check it out.

During lockdown we have kept in touch with our members in a series of newsletters giving details of online lectures and 
art exhibitions. We have also had a couple of competitions. The Arts Society nationally has been very active in providing 
the members with alternative lectures and articles online. Membership of the national organisation is included when you 
join a local society and includes a quarterly magazine and ongoing access to their website. They have been working to 
ensure that member societies can continue to have their lectures if situations change. We will be able to stream the 
lectures to members at home if for some reason it is not possible to hold the lectures at The Beehive in the usual way; so 
?if wet, not in the village hall, but at home!?

We look forward to getting your club reports once again. Keep in touch and we can make 
sure that everyone knows your plans and how they can get involved.

honitonvillagenews@gmail.com

The Arts Society Honiton ? Lectures at The Beehive - with a Plan B too!

Geoff, who died on 7th July, will be remembered by many people in 
Honiton, both past and present, for his skills, dedication and service.

Geoff?s love affair with brass bands began with the Salvation Army 
Band in Bridport when he started playing the euphonium at the age 
of 10. In 1963 he settled in Axminster, moving to Honiton in 1967.

For most of his 53 years? membership of Honiton Band, Geoff held 
the position of Principal Euphonium. He was also both Chair and 
Secretary of the band committee. He used his engineering skills to 
meticulously maintain the band?s instruments and equipment, and 
gained satisfaction from tutoring young players, which he continued 
to do until recently. Geoff was a tremendous help to Roger 
Sleeman?s sons who, 20 years ago, were learning to play. They 
joined Geoff?s junior band and, as did many youngsters, later 
progressed to the main band. One continues to play, often being 
welcomed back to Honiton Band to play alongside Geoff.

As a result of Geoff?s encouragement, Roger joined Honiton Band and has since enjoyed 20 wonderful years 
of playing with a group of real enthusiasts. Throughout that time, Geoff has been the epitome of a good 
bandsman. Come rain or shine, wherever they were playing, whether in the blazing sun of summer fetes, or 
the winter chill of carol playing, Geoff was always there.  Geoff could be relied on to lead carol playing sessions 
at Christmas, whether in the High Street, or shivering under lamp posts around the town!  His musical ability, 
energy and commitment brought pleasure to so many and were an example to us all.

Geoff will be sorely missed.

Honiton Band

In Memory of Geoff Dibsdall (1933 - 2020)



CLUBS & SOCIETIES 
We had our first open air meeting at our President's house on July 14th. Our big issue is 
membership. We are now down to nine members! Unless we manage to recruit new members it is 
almost a certainty that Honiton will lose it Lions Club which over the past 43 years has donated 
many thousands of pounds locally and internationally.

As mentioned in an article in the past, Honiton and District Lions Club was formed some 43 years 
ago with 20 men of all ages and professions, it seems such a shame to think in this day and age we 
cannot attract new members.  Our wives and girl friends work alongside of us very well and also do 

fundraising to help support us. However if you are single this by no means you could not be a member.

Every penny of money raised from the public goes to a charity or an organisation locally, many involved in care and also 
youth. Administration is covered by subs we pay out of our own pockets which in turn helps support Lions Clubs 
International. We here in Honiton are part of Zone I which includes in our area Axminister, Sidmouth, Seaton and Budliegh 
Salterton.

In the south west there are approximately 60 Lions Clubs which also raise money for many different charities and this is 
District 105 SW.

We meet at The Kings Day Hospice in King Street on the second and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm

On the social side we have dinners with our partners as well as playing skittles and all sorts of things too numerous to 
mention.

If you would like more information please contact Brian the Lion on 01404 43738
Lion Brian Richards, President Honiton and District Lions Club CIO (Charitable Incorporated Organisation)

Cat Run?
To celebrate Honiton Branch of Cats Protection opening up to start to rehome cats again Bob Carter, who is Branch 
coordinator, decided to get active. Along with 4 other members of Axe Valley Runners, Bob ran 5km on a course shaped 
like a cat. The runners took care to socially distance in households and all the ladies were sporting cats? ears!

The Branch has started to advertise for homes for their cats in care. This will be undertaken following Cats Protection 
guidance, in accordance with Government guidelines, social distancing and to not put at risk volunteers or members of 
the public.

Bob said, ?We are as yet unable to take in any cats other than extreme emergencies, but this is being constantly reviewed 
and we hope further announcements will be made in the near future. It will be great to get back to looking after all the 
local cats and kittens who need us.?

If you would like more information about cats looking for a home right now or the work of the branch, please 
contact Cats Protection?s Honiton Branch on 01404 45241.

Bob Carter, Branch Co-ordinator
Cats Protection League, Honiton



CLUBS & SOCIETIES 
Like so many other local 
charities, Otter Valley 
Rotary faced big 
challenges with Covid 
lockdown. Its fundraising 

capability was shot, normal operations were not possible 
and the needs of our community changed. As society 
comes out of lockdown many of these challenges will 
continue for some time. Here?s some of our story of how 
we have tried to adapt.

Fundraising - As with other charities, every one of our 
fundraising events since the beginning of March was 
cancelled; Devon County Show, Honiton Show, Devon 
Rotarium Bike Ride, public fundraising events and bucket 
collections.

We have a fundraising group which raised some monies 
with an on-line event and received donations from 
individuals. We are still running the Rotary Devon 
Community Raffle which raises several £000?s for 
charities, we are revising plans for Christmas collections. 
Creativity in action!

Help for our Community - Amongst other things, Otter 
Valley Rotary supports projects that help local charities 
help those less fortunate in our community. We provide 
support for the development of local young people, and we 
provide manpower and other skills to support local events 
for the community.

Covid 19 has changed the needs of our community and its 
priorities for our support. To understand those new needs 
our Community team has stayed close to a number of  
local organisations. As needs have changed Otter Valley 
Rotary has been able to refocus its support to where it is 
needed most. Here are some examples.

Millwater School is the local school specialising in 
education of youngsters with learning difficulties - 
previously based in Honiton, it is now in a purpose built 
site in Bicton Park. For many years Rotary has supported 
the school in different ways, but particularly with two 
special events. Sponsoring and taking a group of the 
youngsters to Crealy Theme Park as part of the national 
Rotary Kids Out in June, and organising Father Christmas 
to visit the school with presents in December.

This year Rotary Kids Out could not take place.Talking 
with Georgia White, head of fundraising for the school, her 
most urgent priority was providing enough study packs for 
all the pupils over the summer holiday - especially 
important for those requiring shielding. We managed a 
rapid response which enabled us to deliver the materials 
needed just before term end. Phew!

Local Food Banks are operated by wonderful volunteers 
and have been extremely busy throughout Covid. Ottery 
Food Bank, whom we have supported before, said they 
were coping but Honiton Food Bank needed funds for 
urgent extra supplies which we were able to help with.

Random Kitchens, which was set up almost overnight in 
Honiton, also needed funds for urgent extra supplies which 
was given. Early in lockdown they appealed to us for 
funding for a commercial potato peeler to help them cope 
with demand. That was provided thanks to the generosity 
of Paul Thurgate at the Tumbling Weir Hotel in Ottery.

Adapting the way the Club operates - Like many 
businesses, when the Covid lockdown started, Otter Valley 
Rotary immediately went into 100% on-line mode. There 
were glitches to begin with, many amusing, as individuals 
learned what not to do on screen! But we have eventually 
become proficient, enjoying our guest speakers, business 
discussions, and social interactions.

At the same time, the Rotary E-club of South West 
Peninsula was started. That enabled us to tune in to their 
special speakers from around the world.We also got to 
share experiences and good practices across the 70+ 
Rotary clubs in Devon and Cornwall which has been very 
helpful to us. Brilliant!

As we look forward to the relaxation of lockdown, Otter 
Valley Rotary is already testing how it could start up 
physical meetings at the Tumbling Weir for those that are 
able to attend, whilst still maintaining meetings on Zoom 
for those that feel unable to do so. A hybrid meeting - best 
of both worlds!

To find out more about Otter Valley Rotary e-mail 
Jim Lawson on jimlawson568@gmail.com



LOCAL HISTORY

When the novelist Charles Dickens died 150 years ago in 
1870, he was described as: ?a sympathiser with the poor, 
the suffering and the oppressed.? For much of his 58 year 
life, Dickens had shone a light on the many injustices and 
inequalities he saw around him in Victorian society.

For instance, he campaigned for better educational 
opportunities for children from poor families. When he 
heard of the case of two young boys whipped for stealing 
a loaf of bread, he famously declared: ?Can the State 
devise no better sentence for its little children? Will it never 
sentence them to be taught??

However, it was his attacks on the effects of the 1834 Poor 
Law that did most to capture the public?s attention, even 
being noticed by Queen Victoria. He dramatised the 
cruelty of the workhouse system which the new law had 
promoted through his novel ?Oliver Twist.?

The 1834 Poor Law did not create the workhouses. 
Indeed, Honiton?s first workhouse had been built in New 
Street, where Summerlands now stands, as early as 1738, 
by which time it was estimated that there were already 700 
in use across the country. The building accommodated 60 
people, and existed side by side with the system of poor 
relief by local parishes that had existed in various forms for 
centuries.

However, matters came to a head after the Napoleonic 
wars, as an economic recession hit, as patterns of work 
changed following the Industrial Revolution, and as the 
result of a series of disastrous harvests. The old system of 
poor relief was proving too expensive to maintain, as the 
cost tripled in just 50 years.

The new law established Poor Law Unions, such as the 
one which covered Honiton, Sidmouth, and Ottery St. 
Mary, a total population of 22,000. Poor relief to 
able-bodied people was effectively stopped. The only 
choice to those in need was the workhouse.

The system was soon put to the test when many workers 
lost their jobs in another recession which swept the 
country in 1837, by which time 573 Poor Law Unions had 
been established.

Honiton?s Union was formed in 1836, and immediately 
oversaw the building of a new workhouse, built of grey 
stone at a cost of £5,300, and constructed on the site of 
the present hospital. It had places for 230 people.

Although it did not have the prison-like appearance of 
many larger Victorian workhouses, George Wilkinson?s 
cruciform design allowed one of the key practices of the 
Victorian workhouse system: the strict segregation of its 
inmates. The aged or infirm were kept apart from the able 
bodied. And above all, male and female inmates were kept 
apart, even if they were married. As well as separate 
accommodation, there were even segregated exercise 
yards.

An infirmary or hospital block, housing two wards of 14 
beds with straw mattresses, was added in 1883. By 1894 
the workhouse was devoting more of its resources to 
medical care, especially of elderly inmates. In that year, 
commissioners from the British Medical Journal visited the 
infirmary, as part of a national investigation into the state 
of workhouse medical facilities.

They noted that there were no baths or bathrooms, there 
was only one toilet on each floor, and hot water had to be 
carried all the way from the kitchen. They also pointed out 
that the only full time nurse was unqualified and had no 
midwifery training, a key factor with so many unmarried 
mothers still passing through the gates of the workhouse.

Many of these young women had been abandoned by 
their families when they became pregnant. The local Poor 
Law Guardians frequently tried to force the father to make 
a contribution to their child?s upkeep. They rarely had 
much success in an age when proving paternity was next 
to impossible.

The 1894 Commissioners also noted that the drains on the 
workhouse site had recently been repaired. Two years 
earlier, inspectors had found raw sewage flowing into the 
road outside, and deposits of faecal matter in the water 
tank beneath the women?s exercise yard. It is quite 
possible that badly infected water had been in circulation 
around the workhouse for some time.

Perhaps it is just as well that the workhouse also 
contained a six-bed isolation ward which, in the event of 
an outbreak of infectious disease, was probably the only 
available facility in the town at that time. Eventually, in 
1930, the workhouse buildings were handed over to 
Devon County Council as a network of municipal hospitals 
began to emerge. The system of workhouses was formally 
abolished in 1948. In the same year, Honiton?s Marlpits 
Hospital became part of the newly formed National Health 
Service.

The Honiton workhouse building was finally knocked down 
in 1995 to create new facilities at the hospital.

Photo of Honiton Workhouse courtesy of Allhallows Museum

The Honiton Workhouse
by Martin Long

Photograph of the Honiton Workshouse 
by kind courtesy of Allhallows Museum



Fiona

1.How long have you worked 
at THG? 8 years (is it really that 
long?)

2.Do you live locally? Yes I 
have lived near Luppitt for the 
past 11 years

3.What does a typical day at 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery involve 
for you? Designing marketing 

campaigns, writing press releases and liaising with 
journalists, posting stories on social media. I really enjoy 
taking photos of our visitors and recording the happy faces 
of families enjoying the art activities.

4.Could you tell us your favourite places to eat, drink 
and shop in Honiton, and why you like them? The Holt, 
I think. it?s unanimous, we love their tapas and 
atmosphere! Porkies Butchers has an incredible selection 
of local meat.

5.What has been your proudest moment? Accepting the 
Gold and ?Winner of Winners? awards on behalf of the 
Gallery at the Devon Tourism Awards.

6.How would your nearest and dearest describe you? 
Small and wild-haired (I clearly didn?t pay them enough..)

7. If you had a superpower, what would it be? Time 
travel, I could go back to the fifties and hangout with Andy 
Warhol and Blondie at The Factory

Gemma

1.How long have you worked 
at THG? 6 years. Time flies 
when you?re having fun!

2.Do you live locally? I live in 
Exminster.

3.What does a typical day at 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery 
involve for you? There are 
never 2 days the same. One 
day I might be arranging the 

installation of a new exhibition, organising delivery of 
artworks and preparing the gallery spaces. The next day I 
could be sourcing new craft makers to showcase in our 
fabulous THG shop.  However my day always involves 
looking after our lovely team of THG volunteers who 
ensure each visitor has the best experience.

4.Could you tell us your favourite places to eat, drink 
and shop in Honiton, and why you like them? I love the 
soups, chilli and curry from Jolly Bees. I would also have 
to say our THG Shop! We stock beautiful cards, 
contemporary ceramics, jewellery and home décor. Come 
and take a look for gift ideas.

5, What?s your most treasured possession? My nan?s 
locket. She wore it every day and it has a photograph of 
me and my brother in it.

6. What?s your favourite indulgence? We, as a team, 
love Border?s chocolate gingers - in fact all biscuits and 
cake in general!

Anna

1. How long have you worked 
at THG? In my current role just 
over 5 years, but as a freelancer 
before that probably more like 10 
years!

2. Do you live locally? I live on 
the ?wrong? side of Exeter ? close 
to the river, but it gives me lots of 
options to get to work ? 

drive/train/cycle. I?ve been trying to do more of the last two 
since lockdown.

3. What does a typical day at Thelma Hulbert Gallery 
involve for you? I love the variety and fun of working at 
THG, always learning something new and connecting with 
many different parts of the local community, helping them 
engage with our exhibitions and artists. I spend much time 
outside the Gallery and the plans we are currently putting 
in place will take me all over the region! Exciting!

4. Could you tell us your favourite places to eat, drink 
and shop in Honiton, and why you like them? I don?t 
think you can beat a cheese straw from the Crusty Cob ? 
or the amazing cake in Toast ? I?m also quite partial to a 
bag of yoghurt brazil nuts from Ganesha too - not all at 
once though!

5.What would your desert island book be? The Periodic 
Table by Primo Levi

6.What?s your most treasured possession? My mini 
Swiss army pen knife ? always comes in handy!

7, Who would play you in a film about your life? 
Shaggy from Scooby Doo

Ruth

1.How long have you worked 
at THG? Since April 2019

2.Do you live locally? I live in 
Exmouth

3.What does a typical day at 
Thelma Hulbert Gallery 
involve for you? It is always 
really varied with lots of different 
people popping in - from artists 

to EDDC colleagues. I love developing creative projects 
and facilitating artists' ideas ? it is the best thing about 
being a Curator.

4.Could you tell us your favourite places to eat, drink 
and shop in Honiton, and why you like them? I am still 
exploring but I enjoy the coffee from Howling Wolf at the 
market. I really appreciate locally sourced food.

5. What has been your proudest moment? We were all 
very proud when the artist Sir Richard Long opened our 
exhibition of his work in March. He will be back in 
September to give a talk.

6. What?s your most treasured possession? I have a 
painting by the artist Nick Goss which I bought from his 
graduation show at the Royal Academy in 2003. We hope 
to have a display of his work in 2022.

HONITON'S THELMA HULBERT GALLERY - MEET THE TEAM



HEALTH & WELLBEING
Honiton Hospital & Community League of Friends

Over the past few months of this pandemic an enormous amount of 
good work has happened in supporting people in many different ways 
through the most challenging of times.  Key to the success of the 
support network in Honiton and the surrounding villages has been the 
ability of individuals, groups and organisations to work together for 
the good of the whole community.

Many local groups from the WI to sports groups and young people?s 
organisations like the Scouts all rallied around to keep connected 
with their own members. Villages have developed local networks, 
neighbours have helped each other and generally the kindness of 
human nature has shone forth.

We are reminded that community is not a product to be consumed but a way of living created by us all and that it is in a 
time of crisis when we need each other the most. Compassion is a much used word these days but true compassion 
evolves from overcoming our differences and humbly coming together for the benefit of others in genuine need. We must 
be careful through our natural desire to help others not to create dependency but instead to foster independence with the 
support of community life. This way individuals are more likely to feel very much a part of the community rather than a 
burden to be carried by others.

Whilst most of the volunteer activities of the League of Friends are still suspended for the duration of the pandemic, we 
have been working very closely with the hospital and community teams and the GP surgery to keep channels of 
communication open between our community networks and our NHS and Social services team.

It has been a privilege to build on these already well established working relationships and I can tell you that all of our 
frontline workers have been amazing in how they have adapted their working practices to deal with the Covid-19 situation 
alongside continuing to offer quality high quality care in a the most professional and compassionate manner.

Whilst we may be living through some difficult times it is really comforting to know that if we need care or treatment for 
whatever reason then for us in Honiton it is still there and that we are in safe and kind hands.

In May the League of Friends held our AGM for this first time in the ?virtual world? and in accordance with Charity 
Commission Guidelines. Most of the committee remained the same but with Vernon Whitlock having stood down earlier in 
the year his place was taken by Duncan Sheridan-Shaw who was warmly welcomed into the charity. At our June meeting 
held on Zoom, some specific Covid-19 related purchases were approved including benches for the outsides areas to 
assist waiting times and for staff to have breaks outside, weather permitting. One of the benches is rainbow coloured and 
will pay tribute to all of our frontline staff who have worked so hard for us through the time of this Covid-19 pandemic.

Heather Penwarden
Chairman
Honiton Hospital & Community League of Friends



HEALTH & WELLBEING

Honiton Hospital
We would like to update you all on our Community and Hospital Services since March.  Our Hospital has continued to 
provide the following services as normal.

We continue to run our X ray department, maternity and physiotherapy departments in our main hospital building. 
FORCE (Outreach) provide 2 days currently in Honiton, inclusive of their valuable counselling services.

Within our Jerrard building on site, we have continued to run as normal our Health and Social Care Community 
Services, inclusive of our Therapy/Nursing/Admiral Nurse and our Urgent Community Response.

MIU - We continue to be operational between the hours of 08:00 and 20:00 daily. We are working with our primary care 
colleagues at Honiton Surgery to ensure that patients are seen in a timely way.

Renal - Our East Devon Kidney Unit continues to support our patients. We now have designated parking near our Renal 
unit for our patients.

Outpatient Clinics - Our Physiotherapy and MSK Services have continued to run, albeit in a different way. Due to social 
distancing, patients are able to receive a virtual appointment with their clinician.

We are now looking at the restart of some of our clinics. We have started to run some of the urgent clinics. The look of 
these clinics will be different; we are looking at video consultations and endeavouring to restrict the footfall in to the 
hospital for that urgent face-to-face patient need.

Should you visit Honiton Hospital, you are required to wear a face covering/mask when entering the building. Social 
distancing signage is in situ and whilst our Hospital looks quite different to pre Covid-19, we are constantly working to 
ensure the safety of our patients and staff. We have set up an information board on the right hand side of the main 
hospital entrance in the reception area to provide patients with the most up to date information.

Lisa Jackson, Hospital Business Manager

Honiton Surgery
Honiton Surgery continues to be Covid 19 alert with the majority of patient contact being by e-consults, telephone and 
video.

We have increased the use of texts and emails to communicate with the patients and are also using photographs for 
diagnosis of rashes etc.

We are limited to 12 patients in the waiting room at any one time, though we have increased our face to face work over 
the last couple of weeks.

Ottery Hospital is not being used at this time and will only be considered if there is seen to be a significant spike in 
suspected COVID infection in the area.

We want to thank all patients for their patience, we are reviewing how we deliver Primary Care almost on a daily basis.

Sean Corbett, Strategic Manager





FROM THE VILLAGES
Blackdown Support Group wins £1,000 Movement for Good Award

Local charity Blackdown Support Group has won a £1,000 Movement for Good award thanks to nominations from the 
public.

Blackdown Support Group is one of 500 winners in specialist insurer Ecclesiastical's Movement for Good awards, which is 
giving £1million to charities this summer. Members of the public were invited to nominate causes close to their hearts, 
with 500 gifts of £1,000 available for donation. 13,695 charities were nominated by an amazing 253,879 members of the 
public.

Elizabeth McNabb, Co-ordinator of the charity said, ?During the Covid-19 crisis we 
have had to suspend our normal services due to restrictions on social contact and 
have instead organised a neighbourhood assistance service to local residents, 
offering prescription delivery, shopping, errands or a friendly phone call. As 
lockdown restrictions ease, we are now considering ways in which we can safely 
move forward in our work supporting vulnerable or isolated members of our 
communities. Our ideas include a low-cost ?meals on wheels? service,a "care 
package" of home-based activities, support with technology enabling people to 
connect with others more easily, and support to enjoy time in nature, which is so 
important for mental and physical well-being.The Movement for Good award will be 
a huge help in kick-starting these new initiatives.?

Mark Hews, group chief executive at Ecclesiastical, said: ?We would like to thank 
every single person who took the time to nominate a good cause as part of our 
Movement for Good awards. Ecclesiastical is a unique financial services group. We 
are owned by a charity which means all available profits can be given to the good causes that are so important to our 
customers. As a company whose purpose is to contribute to the greater good of society, charitable giving is at the heart of 
our business. We know that £1,000 can make a huge difference to the incredible work that charities do and we?re looking 
forward to seeing how this financial boost will change lives for the better.?

Prescription delivery drivers

Yvette & Jim Hitch 

Kings Arms Stockland re-opens after Lockdown
After a few fabulous opening weeks, The King?s Arms in Stockland, our 
wonderful community pub, had to close its doors due to the pandemic. 
A cruel blow indeed, particularly when we had only just celebrated it 
opening after 6 years being boarded up with an uncertain fate.

Thankfully the fab team of Ben, Tony, Jess and Richard leapt into action 
and swiftly adapted to liaise with and serve the local community by 
providing locally sourced grocery boxes, a prescription pick up service 
and the most delicious takeaway meals with great beers and wines to 
take away too.

Now we are all overjoyed that The King?s is open once more with 
reassuringly clear guidance and Covid safety protocols, a one-way 
system and all of the tables socially distanced without you feeling like 
Billy no mates! The Beer Garden is brilliant in the glorious weather and 

booking a table inside or out is strongly advised, particularly as details of your party are needed for NHS track & trace 
so it?s great to get that done beforehand.

The latest offer from the King?s Arms is a Stockland experience for locals and those from further afield. When arriving 
at the pub you will be offered a coffee or hot chocolate and shown a map of some lovely circular walks through the 
glorious local countryside. Leaving your car in the pub car park you can experience the rolling Devon landscape, and 
look forward to lunch. On your return, having built up a healthy appetite and knowing that you deserve it, you will be 
able to choose your lunch from the special menu with prices from just £14 for two courses. There is also a fine 
selection of local wines and ales to choose from including Lyme Bay and Dalwood wines.

There?s also the opportunity to be introduced to the King?s own quail in their bespoke aviary.

If you want to make a getaway they also have 3 letting rooms for B&B

Check out their website:https://kingsarms.pub/ or facebook page:www.facebook.com/thekingsstockland

Open from 11am-11pm except Mondays & serving food from 12-3pm and 6-9pm

Expect a warm welcome, lovely grub and great beer! Stocklanders are just so delighted to have our pub back as the 
vibrant heart of the village again

To book please ring the King?s Arms on 01404 881686



NEWS FROM THE BEEHIVE
We hear The Beehive is aiming to open for some of its regular bookings and room hires from 
Monday 14th September subject to the latest Government guidance, the outcome of imminent 
talks with Honiton Town Council and other funding avenues which are being explored.

The Beehive cannot be financially sustainable on room bookings alone but would like to open 
to serve the needs of the community.

At the time of writing, there is still no timeline as to when cinema and live events will resume. With social distancing and 
consequently only 25% capacity, it is not currently viable. Many shows have been rescheduled and some cancelled. 
Details are on their website.

The Beehive is run by a charity that relies on vital support from visitors, audiences and businesses. If you are able to 
make a donation to help them through this difficult time please visitwww.beehivehoniton.co.uk/donate.

Furthermore, we?d also ask you to write to your local MP (Neil Parish if in Tiverton and Honiton area) to highlight how 
important The Beehive is for the area and to ask for support to secure its future.

Culture secretary Oliver Dowden recently announced £1.57 billion funding for the arts, culture and heritage sector but it 
is yet unknown how that will be distributed. On BBC Radio 4, Today programme 6/7/20 he said,

"Of course, we'll need to protect the crown jewels ? those institutions of national and international significance ? but 
we've also been very clear that we want to ensure that this goes out across the whole country. Particularly in areas 
where there's very little cultural infrastructure ? maybe only one theatre or one gallery ? it's even more important to 
preserve those so you don't have a loss of that for the local community."

This should mean that small cultural community hubs like ours won?t be excluded but we would ask that if you feel 
strongly about maintaining The Beehive as a viable and integral part of our community you write to 
neil.parish.mp@parliament.uk/simon,jupp,mp@parliament.uk (Neil Parish MP, House of Commons, Westminster, SW1A 
0AA) and ask him to make sure it is included in the DCMS funding round.

The Beehive may not be the ?crown jewels? but without this funding we are in very serious danger of losing it.

(If you are in East Devon constituency, your MP is Simon Jupp - contact details simon.jupp@mp.parliament.co.uk or  
Simon Jupp MP, House of Commons, Westminster SW1A  0AA)





BOOK REVIEW

Here is a Novel that Throws a Light on Why Black Lives Matter

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie is an award-winning Nigerian writer who writes about 
her homeland and how its people are conflicted between their unique African 
identities and the rising tide of Westernisation.

Her first novel, Purple Hibiscus, was set in a time when Nigeria was ruled by an 
army dictatorship. Her second, Half of a Yellow Sun, covers the civil war at the 
end of the 1960's when the state of Biafra attempted to form a separate country 
for the Igbo people. Americanah is set in more recent times when teachers and 
lecturers are on strike, causing many students to leave Nigeria to seek higher 
education in the USA or UK. Adichie is a very talented writer and I would strongly 
recommend all three.

The novel follows the lives of Ifemelu and Obinze from the friendship of their 
school days through to a growing affection and a deepening relationship in their 
teens. They have become soulmates but are forced apart when Ifemelu leaves 
Nigeria for the USA to continue her stalled education. She expects Obinze to 
follow her, but he cannot do so and goes to the UK. Unable to pay her rent and 
unable to get a job, Ifemelu cuts herself off from all contact with Obinze, not 
replying to his many letters and emails.

These two intelligent, aspirational young Nigerians seeking an education worthy 
of their talents are now seen merely as strangers and aliens, having to fight for 
status and recognition against immigration barriers and endemic racism. Their 
ambitions are frustrated at every turn and Obinze is forced back to Nigeria.

Adiche studied in the USA and she throws a strong light on the racist issues she experienced by using Ifemelu to write a 
blog called "Raceteenth". Some blog posts are interspersed with the text of the novel and take the reader out its fictional 
world into the harsh reality of the here and now.

One particularly moving episode in Americanah is the election of Obama as the first black president of the USA

"Blaine was crying holding Araminta who was crying then holding Ifemelu squeezing her too tight and Pee was hugging 
Michael and Grace was hugging Nathan and Paula hugging Araminta and Ifemelu was hugging Grace, and the living 
room became an altar of disbelieving joy.

Her phone bleeped with a text from Dike, 'I can't believe it. My president is black like me.' She read the text a few times 
her eyes filling with tears.

On television Barack Obama and Michelle Obama and their two daughters were walking onto a stage. They were carried 
by the wind, bathed in incandescent light, victorious and smiling.

'Young and old, rich and poor, Democrat and Republican, black, white Hispanic, Asian, Native American, gay, straight, 
disabled and not disabled, Americans have sent a message to the world that we have never been just a collection of red 
States and blue States. We have been and always will be the United States of America' "

Remember those heady days of 2008 when the world seemed to turn a corner of tolerance and hope? Read this and 
weep.

Although Americanah is rich in many things, the central core is a love story. Can young love survive change and maturity, 
the separation of distance and time, and the emotional turmoil of other relationships?

Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie has given a Ted talk on "The Danger of a Single Story" and this beautifully written novel 
challenges the reader to open his/her mind to the multitude of stories of other people and other nations so we may better 
understand our common humanity.

Americanah by Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie
by John Burgess



by Chris Harwood

A SHORT WALK AROUND HARTRIDGE

Take the Dunkeswell road away from the NE end of Honiton and in about one mile take the minor road off right towards 
Dumpdon. Pass Dumpdon Hill and its little parking area on your left and drive on through wonderful little lanes to Beacon. 
Straight across at Beacon Cross on the Upottery Road. Drive 0.27 miles and find a small pull in (GR 1769 0543) on your 
left. (Don?t take an earlier pull-in ). Park here and then walk 100 yds. up the road to find, just after the minor road off left, a 
track leading diagonally right off the road and up the hill.

What a view all around but especially of Dumpdon Hill on the skyline. As the track levels out move ahead into open 
ground keeping the hedge on your left. Stay on the stony track and at the junction bear left, passing barns on your right. 
You are now following the edge of Hartridge on a wonderful track. Incredible open landscape with isolated very distinctive 
trees. This is access land and privately owned so no bikes nor vehicles! Eventually, where your track curves to the left 
look for the Public Footpath sign down to the right into the woods.

Through the wooden gate and drop gently downhill along the field edge and through another small gate. You are passing 
through the most beautiful woods and the scenery is wonderful. Clamber over a stile then a thin wooden footbridge ? 
hardly necessary! ? and again the view is magic. Now just follow this gem of a path and down the old wooden steps, over 
a stile and on to a good stony track bordering open pasture. The track arrives at a junction of Public Footpaths and Public 
Bridleway. Cross over the concrete ridge in the track and take the Bridleway ahead. No end to these beautiful tracks.

Pass through the wooden gate and on to the County Road. Very un-road like, more like a lawn! Come to and pass 
through the holiday complex ? Odle Farm and Primrose Farm. At the top of the good road and where it bears right you 
must bear left and take the upper right hand one of the two tracks. Views and more views. Beautiful. Bear left at the top 
and meet the road. Now, cross into un-signed grassy track. You now have about 200yds of Nature at its best. Potter down 
through the woods to meet the little road. Left and slowly back to your car, staying on the road until you find it.

Map OS Explorer   115 ? Exmouth & Sidmouth. 1:25000.

A short but excellent 4 mile walk from Beacon and back via Hartridge.

Incredible views   from the hill, wonderful level walk around the ridge 
and returning by way of   magic paths. Almost entirely off road.

About Chris

Having grown up in the Lake District, Chris has been a keen walker and mountaineer all his life, enjoying hikes 
throughout the UK and also abroad. Formerly a biochemist at the RD&E, he and his wife Sue have lived in Talaton for 
forty years. 

Chris has written three books describing the scenic wonders of East Devon, the Tale Valley and beyond. His informal 
and approachable style encourages all walkers from the holiday maker to the serious walker to get out and explore.

Chris' books are on sale at Talaton's Community Shop, Whimple Stores and the Curious Otter Bookshop in Ottery St 
Mary.





HONITON LIBRARY RE-OPENED
From July Linda Isaacson and 
the rest of the team are able to 
welcome you back to  Honiton 
Library and the Mobile Library 
Service. In these times there are 
of course many changes to 
ensure you are safe at all times.

To use the new free of charge 
?Choose and Collect? service, 

telephone or email your local library for staff to select your 
books or DVDs for you to collect from the library entrance 
at a pre-arranged time.

Download and stream free eBooks, eAudiobooks and 
eMagazines from the library's extensive collection.

The Book Delivery service allows you to borrow books, 
DVDs and other library stock if you live nearby. Email or 
telephone the library, staff will select items based on your 
discussion and make a delivery to your home.

Safety signage is on display throughout the library and 
there is a changed layout. Safe queuing at the door, 2m 
social distancing measures, hand sanitisation stations and 
one-way systems are in place with a limit on the number of 
customers at any one time. The library has been cleaned 
in advance of reopening and regular cleaning will be in 
place including public computers and self-service kisoks.

For safety reasons there may initially be a more limited 
selection of stock for people to choose from. All books and 
items being returned will need to be placed in a box near 
the library entrance for 72 hours quarantine before being 

returned to the shelves.

Whilst browsing is still possible, if you change your mind, 
?browsing trolleys or boxes? are available for you to safely 
leave a book or item you have handled and no longer wish 
to borrow. At the end of each day, these books will also be 
safely stored away for 72 hours quarantine.

Computer access, printing and photocopying are available. 
These allow for 2m social distancing and may be limited to 
1 hour, bookable by phone, email or in person. If you think 
you may need extra time, discuss this with the staff, and 
please have the exact money to pay for any printing as 
there is currently no change available.

Families are welcome to use the library but the children?s 
areas will remain closed with some books available in the 
main library; staff will be able to bring you any items that 
you require from the children?s library. Please could 
children under the age of 12 be accompanied by an adult.

There are currently no online reservations and if you have 
already placed one, it will not be available until 31st 
August at the earliest due to the system closure, unless 
the library contacts you.

You can now borrow a maximum of 
24 books - a temporary measure that 
will be reviewed in December. For all 
items borrowed prior to lockdown, 
loan dates have been extended to 
the end of August in order to phase 
book return and no fines will be 
applied.



YOUR MESSAGES

HOLIDAY HAMPERS AVAILABLE TO ANY FAMILY 
THAT NEEDS ONE

We would like to send a ?virtual hug? to all those Honiton 
folk who have generously given so much at this time. We 
have a stock of goods that we plan to use for HOLIDAY 
HAMPERS.

Tel: 01404 43800 or email 
foobank@thecommunitychurch.co.uk

In Memory of 

Wendy Woolcombe 

on your Birthday, 

7th August 1966.

Always in my thoughts.

Love Mum x

 Also with love from your

son Luke and 

brother Jamie xx

 

F

Can you spare a hour or two to keep The 
Glen looking beautiful?

Hopefully many of you know The Glen in 
Honiton. It is a lovely natural area which 
people enjoy walking through, sitting in 

or playing in.

A small group of volunteers work there 
on Tuesdays from 10am - 12 noon. We 
need more helpers to try and keep it 

beautiful and safe for everyone.

If you are interested in helping, you will 
find us there each week - or you can ring 

01404 45661 for more details.

Looking forward to seeing you!

Congratulations to the following members of 1st Honiton Scouts on being 
presented with section awards for this year. Below is the write up as to why each of 
these young people was chosen for the award this year. It is a great honour to get 
these awards as they are only given out once a year.

Jude Cowling - Leonard Beavers - Jude has a kind attitude towards the younger Beavers and is always polite. 
He is a great role model for the whole group and always faces challenges with a smile.

Arthur Somers - Jose Beavers - Arthur always has a cheeky smile and is eager to try any activity we do. He 
always gives it 100% no matter how tricky it may be.

Ben Hodder ? Cottrell Cubs - Ben is a great Cub, funny and joking around but when he has to, he takes his 
learning of our lessons seriously and makes them fun for his six to learn. I hope this continues for him 
throughout all of his Scouting life.

Noah Lees ? Jackson Cubs - When Noah comes to Cubs he is always ready to learn. He is also a good friend 
to his fellow Cubs. When Noah is joining in an activity his influence rubs off to give confidence to the other Cubs 
that are around him.

Billy White -Wall Scouts - Billy is always willing to help and tries hard with every activity he does. Billy is always 
smiling and will always help another Scout who is struggling.

https://pixabay.com/illustrations/search/flowers/


We thought as Devonians (whether born and bred or newly arrived), you may enjoy this poem written by
the Devon poet and author Theodore Percival Cameron Wilson.

"Piskies"  - 'Writ in Devon'
There's piskies up to Dartymoor,

An' tidden gude yew zay there bain't.
I've felt 'em grawpin' at my heart,
I've heard their voices callin' faint,

I've knawed a man be cruec down ?
His soul fair stogged an' heavy-like ?

Climb up to brawken Zaddle Tor
An' bare his head vor winds to strike.
An' all the gert black mawky griefs,
An' all the pain an' vog an' grime,

Have blawed away and left en clear
Like vuzz-bush vires in swalin' time.
An' what med do so brave a thing

As thic' white spells to tak an' weave,
But li'l piskies' vitty hands,

Or God Himself as give 'em leave ?
But tidden Him would stop an' spy

From Widdicombe to Cranmer Pule,
To maze the schemin' li'l heart
Of every Jacky-Lantern fule !

For mebbe 'tis a lonesome rod
Or heather blooth, or peaty ling,
Or nobbut just a rainy combe ?

The spell that meks 'ee tek an' sing.
An' this I knaw, the li'l tods
Be ever callin' silver faint.

There's piskies up to Dartymoor,
An' tidden gude yew zay there bain't.

Theodore Percival Cameron Wilson (April 25, 1888 - March 23, 1918), was an 
English poet and novelist of the First World War. He was born in Paignton where 
his father was vicar of Christchurch. His mother was Annie Smith, possibly an 
American; his grandfather, the Reverend Theodore Percival Wilson, had been a 
popular novelist. He was the fourth of six children; the youngest brother became 
a successful actor and one sister was a published poet.

Known by his preferred name of Jim, he was scrappily educated, went to Oxford 
in 1907 as a non-collegiate student, and left without a degree in about 1910, 
becoming a teacher at a preparatory school. One of his pupils was the son of 
the poet Harold Monro, who became a friend. Before the First World War broke 
out, he spent much of his leisure time at the Poetry Bookshop in London, which 
was run by Monro, and at this time probably wrote a great many poems and 
short stories.

In August 1914, with no previous interest in the military, he joined the armed forces, and the following year 
obtained a commission in the Sherwood Foresters. He reached the Western Front in February 
1916,horrified by what he saw. In letters home he stated that a man had to be 'either a peace-maker or a 
degenerate'. In 1916 he was moved to a staff position and was introduced to Douglas Haig. He continued to 
write poems, but became more and more depressed. Promoted to Captain, he was moved back to the front 
line and was killed at Hermies in France. He has no known grave and is commemorated on the Arras 
Memorial to the Missing and on the lychgate at Little Eaton Church, Derbyshire. His collected poems were 
published by Monro in 1919 under the title Magpies in Picardy and a second novel, Bolts from the Blue, 
appeared in 1929.

A FINAL WORD ...
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